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Chomsky 2004:

. . . in all of this work of the late 50s and early 60s there was only one result that I 
know of that had any linguistic significance. ... That’s the fact that there’s a 
constructive procedure to map context-free grammars into a strongly equivalent — 
crucially — non-deterministic push-down storage automaton. ... It’s not interesting 
mathematics. It’s just a constructive procedure. In fact, it’s what underlies every 
parser. That’s why every parser is a non-deterministic push-down storage 
automaton. It doesn’t contribute much, but it explains why that’s what every parser is. 
In so far as language is more or less context-free, you can parse it that way. But 
apart from that, I don’t know of any results that are interesting. I mean, some results 



are amusing, but not linguistically significant.


















